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Colleges are ‘getting back to normal’
— or are they?

By Elizabeth LaScala,
Ph.D.

Most colleges planned on fall
2021 being a time to return to
in-person education. Yet the
sudden explosion of COVID’s
Delta variant has thrown these
plans into a helter-skelter
morass of confusion. Schools
are adopting a range of ap-
proaches to reopen while try-
ing to keep their students, fac-
ulty, and staff safe. What will
“normal with Delta” look like
for our students who have re-
turned to campus this year?
Get ready for lots of variety
and seemingly endless
divisiveness.

Vaccination will be
emphasized

Vaccination is a hot topic
for colleges. For around 600
colleges across the U.S., vacci-
nation is mandatory. While
these requirements have been
met with both support and re-
sistance by students and staff,
private schools are within their
rights to make these mandates.

Other colleges, both pri-
vate and public, are not re-
quiring vaccines. In some
cases, statewide mandates or
local policies have influenced
or restricted the introduction
of vaccine mandates. In Texas,
for example, public universi-
ties can’t require vaccination,
although private ones can.

An overwhelming majority
of the colleges that do not re-
quire vaccines still think they
are a good idea. These schools
encourage students to get vac-
cinated through incentives or
disincentives. Incentives that
schools have used include dis-
counted tuition, housing and
meal plans, with some colleges
giving away free computers,
gift cards or campus apparel to
those who get the jab. Disin-
centives are often related to
fees or testing frequency. Rice
University — which does not
have a vaccine mandate but
does have a testing mandate —
offers vaccinated students the
convenience of being tested
less frequently. Rhodes College
in Tennessee also has a testing
mandate. Testing is free to vac-

cinated students, but unvacci-
nated students must pay for
their own testing.

“Same as usual” will likely be
different

The plan is for many ele-
ments of the standard college
experience to be in place as
students return to campus. The
school schedule, which was in-
terrupted during 2020, will re-
turn to the usual semester or
quarter systems with regularly
scheduled breaks around
Thanksgiving, winter, and
spring. For many colleges, din-
ing halls and libraries are
opening, as well as on-campus
housing.

However, even for schools
mandating vaccines, spaces
like dorms and dining halls are
changing. Many campuses
have allotted more room for
dining, so students can main-
tain safe distances from one
another. On-campus housing
options are also increasing ca-
pacity, upping the numbers of
single-occupancy rooms to al-
low for social distancing in
personal spaces. Masking and
social distancing rules for
classrooms, on campus and in
the community are being writ-
ten into school policies and
student codes of conduct.

These extra measures may
have been viewed as unneces-
sary in the past, but with Delta,
breakthrough infections are
alarmingly common. While
these cases generally are not as
severe, and often even asymp-
tomatic, many colleges see it as
their duty to protect the un-
vaccinated members of the
college community as well as
the broader community in
which the college operates.
The only thing certain is
change

It is unlikely that this year
will be absent of the trials and
tribulations of 2020. Quite a
number of institutions have al-
ready needed to pivot to pro-
tect their community from
Delta. Rice University moved
to online teaching for the first
few weeks of the semester due
to a rise in breakthrough cases
in its mostly vaccinated on-
campus cohort. Amherst intro-
duced policies that disallow

students from visiting nearby
towns, except for limited, es-
sential business. They plan to
re-evaluate this policy in the
future.

However, these protections
are not viewed in a positive
light by everyone. Some
Ambherst students are protest-
ing what they view as overly
strict safety measures and fac-
ulty protests are happening at
Louisiana State University
where masking is mandated
but not vaccinations. One pro-
fessor says her stuffy, window-
less classroom is a ‘petri dish’
for the Delta variant to evolve.

The only thing that can be
said for certain for students on
college campuses in the U.S. at
this moment in time is that
everything could change to-
morrow. It’s important that we
help our college students navi-
gate these challenges and grow
their resilience as they and we
boldly venture into an uncer-
tain global future.

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
personally guides each student
through each step of selecting
and applying to well-matched
schools for undergraduate and
graduate school study. Over the
past two decades, Elizabeth has
placed hundreds of students in
some of the most prestigious
colleges and universities in the
U.S. The number of clients
taken is limited to ensure each
applicant has personalized
attention. Contact Elizabeth
early in the process to make a
difference in your outcomes.
Write
elizabeth@doingcollege.com;
Visit www.doingcollege.com; or
Call: 925.385.0562.

LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: B3
\
Wies S
MOWVE COORDINATORS

NOLAK,

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

% CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plecing furmiture, seing op kichen, rgasiting chisals, cepbie

N2 drEwars

Insured, Bonded, and Green
Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988

for Qutstanding hefio@carefreemoves.net
Woman-Cwned Small Business W carefreemaves. net

Hearing Aid Evaluations

Quality Hearing Aids e In Ear Monitors ® Ear Mold Impressions

FREE Initial Consultation
Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,

LAMORI ‘.‘{[}."L*_

Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA  'al D1 0LOGY

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Swim Plugs ¢ Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations

uonoel0.d Bulesy sueldisniy

Two original exhibitions open at Saint
Mary’s College Museum of Art

Image credit: Detail design featuring Kari Marboe, Conversations with Strangers at Stinson
Beach, 2021, ceramic. with William Keith, Stinson Beach, c. 1870-1880s, oil on canvas, Gift of
Cochrane Browne, Jr., Saint Mary’s College Museum of Art Permanent Collection [0-166]

Submitted by
Britt Royer

The “Keith + Kari” and “Collec-
tive Memories: Stonecuts from
Cape Dorset” exhibitions open
Sept. 15 at Saint Mary’s College

Museum of Art (SMCMoA). On
view through Dec. 12, these ex-
hibitions explore themes of
narrative and memory, inviting
visitors back into the galleries
as the college’s fall semester
begins.

“Keith + Kari” features ce-
ramic artist Kari Marboe re-
sponding in site-specific work
to environments depicted by
the California painter William
Keith. Celebrating Inuit artists
and printmakers, “Collective
Memories: Stonecuts from Cape
Dorset” features contemporary
stonecut prints from the col-
lege’s permanent collection that
speaks to original printmaking
practices at a remote Canadian
trading post in the 1960s.

The exhibitions are on
view Wednesday through Sun-
day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Ad-
mission to exhibitions and pro-
grams are free. A public recep-
tion will be held from 4 to 8
p-m. Thursday, Sept. 16.
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Terry Towers Witharm
June 29, 1936 — Sept. 4, 2021

erry Towers Witharm, born
June 29, 1936 passed away
Sept. 4, surrounded in love from
his family. While Terry’s wife,
l Nancy, met the Lord in 1989
Terry learned to keep living life,
setting a magnificent example
for others. Terry is survived
by his sister Lilla Strauch,
three children Jennifer Leiser,
Elizabeth Witharm Robinson
and William Witharm, and seven
grandchildren Christine, Cory,
Kelly, Ashlea, Chelsea, Helen
and Rebecca and one great
grandchild Kennedy.
Terry excelled at taking
care of others and providing
1 i unconditional love and support to
family and friends. He had a quirky sense of humor that brought
rays of sunlight upon those around him. Raised by his parents in
Oakland Theodore and Helen Witharm he had a great love of the
outdoors and nature which began early in his life when sailing
Clear Lake with his family. While walking on local beaches with
family, fishing with friends or strolling on a walking path through
Lamorinda he remained an active Lamorinda community member
for over 50 years.

While fulfilling his career aspirations as an architect
working for UC Berkeley at Lawrence Livermore Laboratory for
33 years Terry made many lifelong friends which he remained in
contact with.

While Terry did not wish a memorial service upon his
passing, we encourage you to celebrate his life in your own
special way. Donations can be made to the nonprofit Parkinson.
org or the American Cancer Society.
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